Immunoglobulin A and C reactive protein levels in ankylosing spondylitis SIR, We read with interest the recent paper by Sanders et al on the correlation of immunoglobulin and C reactive protein (CRP) levels in 22 patients with ankylosing spondylitis (AS) and 20 patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA). ' The authors found that IgA serum levels, though raised in AS, do not correlate with CRP levels as they do in RA, suggesting that the mechanism of increase of IgA in the two diseases may be different. They conclude that production of IgA in AS is unrelated to the stimulation of acute phase reactants, reflecting a specific mucosal immune stimulation, possibly in the gut. Thus IgA may be a marker of the pathogenesis of AS.
We measured immunoglobulin levels (IgA. IgG, IgM) by radial immunodiffusion and CRP levels by nephelometry in 67 patients (59 male, eight female) with definite AS (New York criteria). I am sure it speaks a lot for this book that I had already purchased a copy before being sent one to review. Inevitably in a book that has been produced so promptly, there are some publishing errors, with occasional spelling mistakes, and in chapter 14 I noted the legends to two figures were tranposed.
I would strongly recommend this book to anyone with an interest in backache as it will bring them right up to date with current concepts of the investigation of back pain. I also understand that further similar books are to follow, dealing with the management of back pain. If they maintain this standard I shall be buying them too. Consultant in Rheumatology J R JENNER and Rehabilitation
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